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ENGLISH INTENT 
Intent of curriculum: 

At St John Fisher our school motto, ‘Together we grow in God’s love, learning to be the best we can be’ 

reflects our vision; to strive for every pupil to grow emotionally and spiritually, to set and reach 

aspirational goals, gaining a lifelong love of learning regardless of their starting points or individual 

experiences and motivation.  

 

Through the inspiration to ‘Love, Learn, Achieve’ our pupils should leave our school inspired, valued and 

cared for, equipped with the necessary skills, values and attitudes for their next stage in education. 

 

At St John Fisher we believe that a quality English curriculum should develop children’s love of reading, 

writing and discussion. Through Talk For Writing, we have a rigorous and well organised English 

curriculum that provides many purposeful opportunities for reading, writing and discussion.  

These aims are embedded across our English lessons and the wider curriculum. We provide the means for 

children to develop a secure knowledge-base in English, which follows a clear pathway of progression as 

they advance through the primary curriculum. Rigorous assessment and review ensure that we are able 

to provide targeted support so that all children experience success in literacy; we believe that a secure 

basis in literacy skills is crucial to a high quality education and will give our children the tools they need 

for a lifelong love of learning. 

By the end of Reception: Outcomes 

Communication and Language  

Listening, Attention and Understanding:  

Listen attentively and respond to what they hear with relevant questions, comments and actions when 

being read to and during whole class discussions and small group interactions. 

Make comments about what they have heard and ask questions to clarify their understanding. 

Hold conversations when engaged in back-and-forth exchanges with their teacher and peers. 

Speaking:  

Participate in small group, class and one-to-one discussions, offering their own ideas, using recently 

introduced vocabulary. 

Offer explanations for why things might happen, making use of recently introduced vocabulary from 

stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems when appropriately. 

Express their ideas and feelings about their experiences, including use of past, present and future tenses 

and making use of conjunctions, with modelling and support from their teacher. 
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Literacy  

Comprehension: 

Demonstrate understanding of what has been read to them by retelling stories and narratives using their 

own words and recently introduced vocabulary.  

Anticipate (where appropriate) key events in stories. 

 Use and understand recently introduced vocabulary during discussions about stories, non-fiction, rhymes 

and poems and during role play. 

 Word Reading:  

Say a sound for each letter in the alphabet and at least 10 digraphs. 

Read words consistent with their phonic knowledge by sound-blending. 

Read aloud simple sentences and books that are consistent with their phonic knowledge, including some 

common exception words. 

Writing:  

(Cross-curricular link to Physical Development) 

Fine Motor Skills: 

Hold a pencil effectively in preparation for fluent writing – using the tripod grip in almost all cases. 

Use a range of small tools, including scissors, paintbrushes and cutlery. 

Begin to show accuracy and care when drawing. 

Write recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed.  

Spell words by identifying sounds in them and representing the sounds with a letter or letters. 

 Write simple phrases and sentences that can be read by others. 
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Years 1 – 6      SPOKEN LANGUAGE   Outcomes 

 
 

Years 1 – 6     Detail of Vocabulary, Grammar and Punctuation: Outcomes 
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By the end of Year 1: Outcomes 
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By the end of Year 2:  Outcomes 
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By the end of Year 3 and 4: Outcomes 
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By the end of Year 5 and 6: Outcomes 
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Implementation of curriculum: 

At St John Fisher we believe that ‘Quality First Teaching’ is the key to implementing an effective, creative 

and enriching curriculum. It encourages and enables students to become more curious, engaged and 

independent learners; promoting challenge and a ‘love’ of learning.  

 

At St John Fisher we use the ‘Talk For Writing’ approach to English teaching.  The Talk for Writing approach 

enables children to read and write independently for a variety of audiences and purposes. A key feature is 

that children internalise the language structures needed to write through ‘talking the text’, as well as close 

reading. The approach moves from dependence towards independence, with the teacher using shared and 

guided teaching to develop the ability in children to write creatively and powerfully. 

 

In order to ensure ‘Quality First Teaching’ in our English lessons, we begin with quality core model texts.  

Through our planning we apply the following core teaching principles: 

● Use a strong, core model text.  

● Set clear learning outcomes so that pupils know where they are heading.  

● Teach in small steps:  Present new material using small steps; provide models through guided 

reading and writing; provide scaffolds for difficult tasks. 

● Ensuring open ended and specific targeted questions are clearly identified to support pupils’ 

understanding and development. 

● Provide appropriate challenge for all the pupils within the class in order for everyone to succeed: 

Planning should incorporate clear adaptations/scaffolding, catering for the individual needs of all 

pupils, including those with special educational needs, those who have English as an additional 

language and for the higher attaining pupils. 

● Provide reflective feedback in lessons and use assessment to inform planning: planning to be 

personalised to each class and the individuals within them.   

● Capture learning points with examples on learning walls/ in journal. 
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At St John Fisher we strongly believe that cultural capital and social status should not disadvantage any 

pupil and we aim to provide all pupils with the opportunity to succeed and reach their potential, or beyond, 

by providing an enriching curriculum. 

 

Monitoring Impact: 

At St John Fisher we ensure the effective monitoring of the impact of our English teaching through a range 

of activities: planning and book audits; reviewing learning environments, data analysis and pupil voice.  In 

addition, the English leadership team support teachers to develop their subject knowledge and expertise. 

 

This effective monitoring drives the English subject development plan which, where appropriate, feeds into 

the overall whole school Development Plan.  English subject leaders update and inform school governors 

regarding the teaching and learning and subject development. 


