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MATHEMATICS INTENT 
Intent of curriculum: 

At St John Fisher our school motto, ‘Together we grow in God’s love, learning to be the best we 

can be’ reflects our vision; to strive for every pupil to grow emotionally and spiritually, to set and 

reach aspirational goals, gaining a lifelong love of learning regardless of their starting points or 

individual experiences and motivation.  

 

Through the inspiration to ‘Love, Learn, Achieve’ our pupils should leave our school inspired, 

valued and cared for, equipped with the necessary skills, values and attitudes for their next stage 

in education. 

 

We want every child to succeed in Maths so we aim to break each area into small, manageable 
steps to help children to fully understand the concepts.  We are using the Merton Guidance 
alongside The White Rose Maths scheme and the NCETM materials, which focus on the following 
three approaches: 
Concrete – children should have the opportunity to use concrete objects and manipulatives to 
help them understand what they are doing.  
Pictorial – alongside this, children should use pictorial representations. These representations 
can then be used to help reason and solve problems. 
Abstract – both concrete and pictorial representations should support children’s understanding 
of abstract methods.  
The children are taught three main strands in each area; Fluency, Reasoning and Problem 
Solving. 

 

By the end of Reception: Outcomes 

 

Number:  

● Have a deep understanding of numbers to 10, including the composition of each number. 

 

● Subitise (recognise quantities without counting) up to 5. 

 

● Automatically recall (without reference to rhymes, counting or other aids) number bonds 

to 5 (including subtraction facts) and some number bonds to 10, including double facts. 

 

Numerical Patterns:  

 

● Verbally count beyond 20, recognising the pattern of the counting system.  

● Compare quantities up to 10 in different contexts, recognising when one quantity is 

greater than, less than or the same as the other quantity. 

● Explore and represent patterns within numbers up to 10, including evens and odds, 

double facts and how quantities can be distributed equally. 
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By the end of Year 1: Outcomes  
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By the end of Year 2: Outcomes 

 



ST JOHN FISHER RC PRIMARY SCHOOL       

LOVE     LEARN     ACHIEVE 

 

 

 



ST JOHN FISHER RC PRIMARY SCHOOL       

LOVE     LEARN     ACHIEVE 

 

 
By the end of Year 3: Outcomes 
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By the end of Year 4: Outcomes 
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By the end of Year 5: Outcomes 
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By the end of Year 6: Outcomes 
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Implementation of curriculum: 

At St John Fisher we believe that ‘Quality First Teaching’ is the key to implementing an effective, 

creative and enriching curriculum. It encourages and enables students to become more curious, 

engaged and independent learners; promoting challenge and a ‘love’ of learning. Mathematics is 

important in everyday life and, with this in mind, the purpose of mathematics at St John Fisher 

Primary school is to develop an ability to solve problems, to reason, to think logically and to work 

systematically and accurately.  

 

We have adopted a mastery approach in order to deliver the three aims of the National 

Curriculum, fluency, reasoning and problem solving. Underpinning this pedagogy is a belief that 

all children can achieve in maths. We believe in promoting a sustained and deepening 

understanding by employing a variety of mastery strategies, with teaching for conceptual 

understanding at the heart of everything we do. All children are challenged and encouraged to 

excel in maths. New mathematical concepts are introduced using a “Concrete, Pictorial and 

Abstract” approach; enabling all children to experience hands-on learning when discovering new 

mathematical topics, and allows them to have clear models and images to aid their 

understanding. Our approach to teaching maths, provides all children with full access to the 

curriculum and enables them to develop independence, confidence and competence - “mastery 

in mathematics”- in order to be independent mathematicians who are well equipped to apply 

their learning to the wider world. 

 

 

 

 



ST JOHN FISHER RC PRIMARY SCHOOL       

LOVE     LEARN     ACHIEVE 

 

In order to ensure ‘Quality First Teaching’ in Maths, we strive for the planning of all subjects to 

be personalised to each class and the individuals within them.  Pupils’ learning, including those 

with special educational needs (SEN), those who have English as an Additional language (EAL) 

and for higher attaining pupils, is supported through the use of different approaches whilst 

allowing them to achieve the same learning objectives. 

 

We aim for our outcomes to be clear so the pupils have an idea of where they are heading. They 

detail the modelling of what is expected and discussion around the reasons behind this; 

providing appropriate challenges for all the pupils within the class. Ensuring open ended and 

specific targeted questions are clearly identified to support pupils’ understanding and 

development. ‘Quality First Teaching’ provides the opportunity for teachers and pupils to reflect 

on and evaluate their progress and understanding within lessons, allowing for adaptation and 

adjustment as part of assessment for learning. At St John Fisher we strongly believe that cultural 

capital and social status should not disadvantage any pupil and we aim to provide all pupils with 

the opportunity to succeed and reach their potential, or beyond, by providing an enriching 

curriculum, further enhanced by creative and extra-curricular opportunities.  

 

 

Monitoring Impact: 

At St John Fisher we ensure the effective monitoring of the impact of our curriculum by ensuring 

our leadership team carry out a range of activities. In addition the leadership team support phase 

and subject leaders to develop their subject knowledge and experience through looking at 

learning, planning audits, book audits, reviewing learning environments, data analysis and pupil 

voice.  

 

An evaluation of all of the above activities feeds into their subject review and leads to their subject 

action plan. Information gathered is collated, reviewed and feeds forward into meaningful, 

succinct action plans. These action plans feed into our overall School Development Plan, where 

appropriate. Subject leaders update and inform school governors regarding teaching and learning 

in their subject and the impact of the curriculum on learners. 

 


