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 Phonics and Early Reading INTENT 
Intent of curriculum: 

At St John Fisher our school motto, ‘Together we grow in God’s love, learning to be the best we can be’ 

reflects our vision; to strive for every pupil to grow emotionally and spiritually, to set and reach 

aspirational goals, gaining a lifelong love of learning regardless of their starting points or individual 

experiences and motivation.  

 

Through the inspiration to ‘Love, Learn, Achieve’ our pupils should leave our school inspired, valued and 

cared for, equipped with the necessary skills, values and attitudes for their next stage in education. 

 

At St John Fisher we believe that a quality Phonics and Early Reading curriculum should develop children’s 

love of reading, writing and discussion. Through our use of Little Wandle Letters and Sounds and Little 

Wandle Big Cat Reading, we have a rigorous and well organised Phonics and Early reading curriculum that 

provides many purposeful opportunities for reading, writing and discussion.  

These aims are embedded across our Phonics and English lessons and the wider curriculum. We provide 

the means for children to develop a secure knowledge-base in Phonics, which follows a clear pathway of 

progression as they advance through the primary curriculum. Rigorous assessment and review ensure 

that we are able to provide targeted support so that all children experience success in literacy; we believe 

that a secure basis in literacy skills is crucial to a high quality education and will give our children the tools 

they need for a lifelong love of learning. 

By the end of Reception: Outcomes 

Communication and Language  

Listening, Attention and Understanding:  

Listen attentively and respond to what they hear with relevant questions, comments and actions when 

being read to and during whole class discussions and small group interactions. 

Make comments about what they have heard and ask questions to clarify their understanding. 

Hold conversations when engaged in back-and-forth exchanges with their teacher and peers. 

Speaking:  

Participate in small group, class and one-to-one discussions, offering their own ideas, using recently 

introduced vocabulary. 

Offer explanations for why things might happen, making use of recently introduced vocabulary from 

stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems when appropriately. 

Express their ideas and feelings about their experiences, including use of past, present and future tenses 

and making use of conjunctions, with modelling and support from their teacher. 
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Literacy  

Comprehension: 

Demonstrate understanding of what has been read to them by retelling stories and narratives using their 

own words and recently introduced vocabulary.  

Anticipate (where appropriate) key events in stories. 

 Use and understand recently introduced vocabulary during discussions about stories, non-fiction, rhymes 

and poems and during role play. 

 Word Reading:  

Say a sound for each letter in the alphabet and at least 10 digraphs. 

Read words consistent with their phonic knowledge by sound-blending. 

Read aloud simple sentences and books that are consistent with their phonic knowledge, including some 

common exception words. 

 

Years 1 – 6      SPOKEN LANGUAGE   Outcomes 
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By the end of Year 1: Outcomes 
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By the end of Year 2:  Outcomes 
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Implementation of curriculum: 

At St John Fisher we believe that ‘Quality First Teaching’ is the key to implementing an effective, creative 

and enriching curriculum. It encourages and enables students to become more curious, engaged and 

independent learners; promoting challenge and a ‘love’ of learning.  

 

At St John Fisher we use the ‘Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised’ approach to Phonics and Early 

Reading teaching.  This is a systematic and synthetic phonics programme that has been accredited by the 

department for Education. We start teaching phonics in the Nursery/Reception and follow the Little Wandle 

progression which ensures children build on their growing knowledge of the alphabetic code, mastering 

phonics to read and spell as they move through the school.  

 

 

Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised 2021: Programme progression 

Reception and Year 1 overviews 
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At St John Fisher, we value reading as a crucial life skill. We encourage our children to see themselves as 

readers for both pleasure and purpose. We believe teaching every child to read is so important, we have a 

Reading Lead who drives the Phonics and Early reading programme in our school. The Reading Leader 

supports teachers to develop their subject knowledge and expertise. Therefore, all class teachers and TLA’s 

have been fully trained in our school approach to phonics, Early Reading and implementing Little Wandle 

Letters and Sounds Revised. Support is provided to staff throughout the year. 

 

Foundations for Phonics: 

We provide a balance of child-led and adult-led activities and experiences for children that meet the 

curriculum expectations for ‘Communication and Language’ and ‘Literacy’. We support all children in our 

Nursery in the preparation for phonics learning in Reception.  

● sharing high-quality stories and poems  

● learning a range of nursery and action rhymes (including the 10 rhyme challenge) 

● develop focused listening and attention through activities and games, including oral blending 

● strong focus to high-quality language 

 

Daily phonics lessons in Reception and Year 1: 

We teach phonics daily for 30 minutes a day. In Reception, we build from 10-minute lessons, with additional 

oral blending games and activities throughout the day. At the end of each week, we review the teaching 

from across the week to help embed the learning.  

The teaching of phonics starts from Week 3 of the autumn Term, once all the children have started school. 

● In Reception children are taught to read and spell words using Phase 2 and Phase 3 GPCs,  

● Children in Reception are taught to read words with adjacent consonants - Phase 4 - with fluency 

and accuracy 

● In Year 1 children review Phase 3 and 4 in the first half of the autumn Term 

● Children in year 1 are taught to read and spell words using Phase 5 GPCs with fluency and accuracy. 

● Children in Reception and year 1 are assessed every six weeks and through these assessments 

children who may need additional keep-up sessions are identified. 

 

Daily Keep-up sessions: 

Children who need additional practice and support will participate in daily Keep-up sessions. These sessions 

are taught by fully trained adults. Keep-up sessions follow the same structure and teaching as the main 

phonics lesson, but with smaller steps and more repetition, to support children’s learning and reduce 

cognitive overload. 

Additional phonics lessons are provided beyond Year 1, for those children who have not passed the phonics 

screening check and those children who have still not mastered phonics. 
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We use the Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised assessments to identify any gaps in children’s phonic 

knowledge and provide Keep-ip sessions as soon as possible. 

Children identified in year 3-6 who have gaps in their phonic knowledge in reading and writing receive 

phonics ‘catch-up’ sessions, three times a week. The sessions address identified reading and writing gaps. 

All Keep-up and Catch-up sessions are taught by fully trained adults. 

 

Early Reading:  

Children in Reception and year 1 are taught to read alongside their phonics lessons using phonetically 

decodable books. These books are matched directly to the children’s phonics level and their ability to blend. 

Reading Practise Sessions are planned three times a week and are carried out by a fully trained adult and 

are monitored by the class teacher, who rotates and works with each group on a regular basis. 

Each reading practice session has a clear focus and intent to avoid working memory overload. Each session 

focus on three key reading skills: 

● Decoding 

● Prosody 

● Comprehension 

Reading practice sessions start once children can confidently blend. Additional blending practice sessions 

are provided in small groups for those children who require additional support. 

We will continue to teach reading in this way for any children in Year 2 and 3 who still need to practise 

reading with decodable books. 

Once children have a secure knowledge of all the phonic phases and are no longer sounding and blending 

overtly, they can move on to an alternative reading scheme. 

 

 

At St John Fisher we strongly believe that cultural capital and social status should not disadvantage any 

pupil and we aim to provide all pupils with the opportunity to succeed and reach their potential, or beyond, 

by providing an enriching curriculum.  

 

 Monitoring Impact: 

At St John Fisher we ensure the effective monitoring of the impact of our phonics and Early Reading 

teaching. Assessment for learning is used daily during the phonics lessons, adult and child led activities, 

book audits, reading practise sessions and through the end of week review lessons.  

Summative assessments are also used every six weeks to assess progress and identify any gaps in learning 

that need to be addressed, to identify any children needing additional support and to plan the Keep-up 

support that they need. The Reading Leader will also analyse the six weekly assessments and feedback to 

class teachers, SLT.   

Any children in Year 2 to 6 who are identified as needing additional support as assessed by the Reading 

Leader and where necessary additional support is planned and delivered by a fully trained adult. These 

children will also be assessed and reviewed every three weeks. 

 

This effective monitoring drives the English subject development plan which, where appropriate, feeds into 

the overall whole school Development Plan.  The Reading Leader updates and informs school governors 

regarding the teaching and learning and subject development. 


