SJF ‘The Big Picture Curriculum’

ST JOHN FISHER RC PRIMARY SCHOOL
QUALITY OF EDUCATION

LOVE

LEARN

ACHIEVE

ST JOHN FISHER RC PRIMARY SCHOOL
QUALITY OF EDUCATION
Overall Curriculum Intent
At St John Fisher our school motto, ‘Together we grow in God’s love, learning to be the best we can
be’ reflects our vision; to strive for every pupil to grow emotionally and spiritually, to set and reach
aspirational goals, gaining a lifelong love of learning regardless of their starting points or individual
experiences and motivation.
Through the inspiration to ‘Love, Learn, Achieve’ our pupils should leave our school inspired, valued
and cared for, equipped with the necessary skills, values and attitudes for their next stage in
education.
Spiritually
Pupils are understanding and tolerant of the beliefs of others and have the confidence to articulate
their own ideas about spirituality. Pupils follow their own faith and understand how this may grow
and develop over time. They are supportive of each other and, as part of a Catholic school, they
demonstrate love for one another, through their kindness, words and actions. They understand and
show that we all support and take care of each other in our school, our local community, our Parish
and our world.
Socially
Pupils show empathy and care for others, working both collaboratively and independently,
demonstrating positive interpersonal skills. They have age appropriate confidence in a range of
social situations and engage positively with their peers and other age groups.
Emotionally
Children demonstrate an informed understanding of making the right moral choices and can justify
this. Pupils are supported to develop an awareness and understanding of their own mental wellbeing and are taught strategies to help them to cope when faced with adversity; helping them to
understand that we can all have a range of emotions and it is how we deal with them that matters.
Children should feel able to express all their emotions openly; understanding how to respond to and
support their own emotional and mental well-being.
Culturally
Pupils are open minded and relish the opportunity to be a role model of mutual respect among our
diverse community, encouraging individuality, tolerance and mutual respect for all; celebrating
equality for all and the opportunity to learn about others, their lives’, experiences’, culture, faith and
beliefs’ and celebrate our British values and our wonderfully diverse community.
Academically
Children should reach their full potential in reading, writing and maths and across the wider
curriculum. They should make expected or accelerated progress from their individual starting points;
evidence for assessments of pupils will be in all areas of development, specific to the needs of the
individual child, e.g. social skills, language skills, as well as the traditional academic assessments in
English and Maths. Pupils are encouraged to be critical thinkers who work collaboratively to solve
problems and challenge themselves and each other.
These aspects of our curriculum combined together ensure a purposeful, engaging curriculum which
celebrates our rich diversity and background. St John Fisher’s curriculum is a celebration of our local
identity in Merton, London as well as the children’s place in modern Britain and beyond, ensuring
that our pupils also learn to take care of their planet and world around them. The gospel values are
central to our learning, our relationships, and to prepare ourselves for the next stage of education.

LOVE

LEARN

ACHIEVE

ST JOHN FISHER RC PRIMARY SCHOOL
QUALITY OF EDUCATION

English

Maths

Science

History

Geography

Art and
Design

Religious
Education
Music

Computing
Physical
Education

PSHE &
RSE
Spanish

Please click on the above subjects for further information on each individual subject.
Please click on the above subjects for further information on each individual subject.

Implementation of the curriculum

At St John Fisher we believe that ‘Quality First Teaching’ is the key to implementing an
effective, creative and enriching curriculum. It encourages and enables students to become
more curious, engaged and independent learners; promoting challenge and a ‘love’ of
learning.
In order to ensure ‘Quality First Teaching’ across the curriculum, we strive for the planning of
all subjects to be personalised to each class and the individuals within them. Lessons are
planned with high expectations for all pupils, adapting planning using scaffolding to support
and enable all pupils to access the learning. This caters for the individual needs of all pupils,
including those with special educational needs, those who have English as an additional
language and for the higher attaining pupils. Outcomes should be clear, so the pupils have an
idea of where they are heading; they should detail the modelling of what is expected and
discussion around the reasons behind this; providing appropriate challenges for all the pupils
within the class. Open ended and specific targeted questions are clearly identified to support
pupils’ understanding and development. ‘Quality First Teaching’ provides the opportunity for
teachers and pupils to reflect on and evaluate their progress and understanding within
lessons, allowing for adaptation and adjustment as part of assessment for learning. At St John
Fisher we strongly believe that cultural capital and social status should not disadvantage any
pupil and we aim to provide all pupils with the opportunity to succeed and reach their
potential, or beyond, by providing an enriching curriculum, further enhanced by creative and
extra-curricular opportunities.
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Monitoring Impact
At St John Fisher we ensure the effectiveness of our curriculum by monitoring and evaluating
using a range of approaches and activities. The leadership team support phase and subject
leaders to develop their subject knowledge and experience through looking at learning,
planning audits, book audits, reviewing learning environments, data analysis and pupils,
parents and staff voice.
An evaluation of all of the above activities feeds into the subject leaders’ review and
subsequent subject action plans. These action plans feed into our overall School Development
Plan, where appropriate. Subject leaders inform and update their action plans and inform
school governors about teaching and learning in their subject and the impact of the
curriculum on learners.

Our Curriculum
We strongly believe that our curriculum provides a broad, rich and diverse sequence of
learning for all pupils. When designing our curriculum, we were keen to build on the starting
points and life experiences of our pupils whilst threading themes of equality, diversity and
ecological responsibility throughout learning experiences. We have planned our curriculum
using a themed approach. The themes relate to History, Geography and occasionally,
Science topics for the term, following the guidance of the national curriculum.
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