
Welcome to Year 1



Our School Prayer

Dear Loving God,

You know each of us by name,

In your eyes we are all equal.

Help us to live and love as one global

family, sharing and caring for our

common home.

May we always help one another to be 

the best we can be.

Amen

St John Fisher … Pray for us



Year staff

St Susanna: St Helena: 

Mrs Newman Miss Correia

Miss Sloan     Ms Faust Ms Russell  

Music – Mrs Reuss
Mrs Ellerker
Mrs Brierly



• 8.40am – 8.50am (early morning activities)

• 8.50am – Register

• 10.30am – Break

• 11.45am – Lunch 

• 2.15pm – Break

• 3.10pm – Finish

Daily Timings



PE
Monday and Friday

• Navy shorts

• Navy t-shirt with school logo

• Trainers 

• Navy jogging bottoms

• School logo hoody/plain navy sweatshirt

• Hair bobble for long hair

• No jewellery other than small plain stud earrings

• Pupils attending sports clubs after school should wear their 
normal uniform and bring PE kits in a bag to change into at the 
end of the day.



What pupils need for school
• Named water bottle

• Named sun hat/coat/gloves as appropriate –
check daily weather forecast!

• Named lunchbox if required

• Named book bag - Monday & Friday

Medicines: Please ensure any medicines are given to the office with a note signed 
by parent/carer. Please make sure all asthma inhalers and epi-pens are all up to 
date.



Year 1 - Autumn Term

Curriculum notes will be available for you to 
view on the school website later this week.



Reading for Pleasure
Reading for pleasure is more important for children's cognitive development 
than their parents' level of education and is a more powerful factor in life 
achievement than socio-economic background  (Sullivan and Brown, 2013).

Those who read for pleasure have higher levels of self-esteem and a greater 
ability to cope with difficult situations. Reading for pleasure was also 
associated with better sleeping patterns (Billington. J, 2015).

A recommended reading list for Y1 has been posted on the Google 
Classroom. 



Spellings: Will be uploaded into Google classroom from 

Autumn     2 (after half term) and will be assessed each Friday.

Maths or English: An activity each week on a Friday and due 

for the following Thursday. 

Phonics: Phonemes and tricky words learnt during their phonics 

lessons that week.

Reading Practice Books: Sent home on a Friday and return to 

school on a Monday.

Daily:

• Reading for Pleasure (15 minutes per day)

• Practise counting to 10 and beyond.

• Quick recall of number bonds to 10 and then to 20.

Home Learning



Phonics - supporting your child’s 
reading and spelling

Phonics is the foundation to reading and writing. In the English language there are 26 letters, however, there 
are 44 sounds (phonemes).There are about 120 ways of writing these phonemes down (graphemes).

Children have daily phonics lessons and we encourage children to apply these skills across all subject areas. In 
year 1 we teach alternative graphemes to the sounds they have learnt in Reception. Children are reminded to use 

a sound mat and use their ‘reading eyes’ to develop their independence.



Maths

I think…
because…

I know…
so that 

means… I agree…
because
…

My first 
step was…

I worked 
it out by…

I 
disagree 
because…

I have 
noticed…



Home School Agreement

Please click here to access 

the ‘Home School 

Agreement’ on the school 

website. 

Please note that all parents 

will be asked to read and 

‘sign’ the home/school 

agreement via means of a 

Google form.

https://www.st-johnfisher.merton.sch.uk/parents-and-carers/home-school-agreement/


Department of Education 
Phonics Screening Check

Currently planned for June 2024

The phonics screening check is taken individually by children in Year 1 in England, 

and is usually taken in June. It is designed to give teachers and parents information 

on how your child is progressing in phonics.

There are two sections in this 40-word check and it assesses phonics skills and 

knowledge learned through Reception and Year 1. 

It checks that your child can:

● Sound out and blend graphemes in order to read simple words.

● Read phonically decodable one-syllable and two-syllable words, e.g. cat, sand, 

windmill.

● Read a selection of nonsense words which are referred to as pseudo words.



Education Well-being Practitioners

Our EWP’s are a fantastic team of clinical psychologists, who deliver free online and in-

house parent workshops, as well as individual programmes to support parents of children 

who are:

- showing signs of anxiety or worry (separation, fears, returning to school etc.)

- showing behavioural difficulties (bedtime routines, following instructions, struggling to 

regulate reactions etc.)

Our EWPs work directly with parents and carers. The program consists of up to 8 sessions 

with the parent/carer. These provide strategies and tools to help parents and carers 

support their child and feel more confident in responding to their child’s behaviour.

For more information and to find a self-referral form, please visit the school website 

following the pathway: Parents & Carers > Well-being for All 

Or click on this link.

https://www.st-johnfisher.merton.sch.uk/parents-and-carers/emotional-regulation/


What is the PUPIL PREMIUM?

•The Pupil Premium was introduced in April 2011.

•It is additional funding allocated to schools to support pupils who have 
been registered for free school meals, for children who have been “ looked 
after” continuously for more than six months and for children of service 
personnel.

•This funding is given to schools to help raise achievement of children who 
require additional support with their learning and or emotional 
development and who fulfil any of the above criteria.

•SJF use the funding in many ways which includes additional 1:1 support, 
booster sessions, funding trips, additional lunchtime clubs and emotional 
literacy support.  These initiatives regularly benefit all pupils not just those 
in receipt of pupil premium funding.

The link to the Pupil Premium form will be in this week’s headlines, and is 
also below:

self.merton.gov.uk/service/Pupil_Premium_and_Free_School_Meals_applic
ation

https://self.merton.gov.uk/service/Pupil_Premium_and_Free_School_Meals_application


From September 2023, all primary age children (Reception   
to Year 6) will be entitled to free school dinners. 

Primary school children in state-funded schools in London 
will get free school meals for the 2023/24 school year. The 
Mayor of London, Sadiq Khan is providing the funding as an 
emergency cost of living support measure.

The meals will help families with the spiralling cost of living 
by making sure that children in state-funded London schools 
will receive free school meals in this academic year.

The introduction of universal free school meals for the 
2023/24 academic year could save families upwards of £440 
per child.

UNIVERSAL SCHOOL DINNERS



Parents’ Forum

• The Parents’ Forum is made up of a at least 2 ‘class reps’ from each class.
• Meetings are held remotely once per term in the evening. 
• The purpose of Parents’ Forum is to provide a useful and productive link 

between school and parents; updating about events and consulting on future 
plans. 

• Class rep positions are self-nominated and open to anyone who is able to 
spare the time to attend meetings and is willing to make themselves known 
to parents from the rest of their child/children's class.

• The role of a ‘rep’ is to help to foster friendly, welcoming and helpful 
relationships between the parents and carers of children in that particular 
class/year group; to liaise with school regarding support and help at 
fundraising events – and in doing so support the work of the PTFA.

• As a school community we rely on the help and support of all our parents 
and carers. Becoming a parent rep one way of supporting our school 
community to work together to achieve the very best for all.

• Further information about how to express your interest in becoming a 
parent rep will follow in due course.



Contacting Us
If you have any queries or concerns, the Year 1 email address 
is available to parents. We will aim to respond to urgent 
enquiries within 48 hours and all other queries within one 
week.

Please inform the office by phone or email regarding pick-up, 
clubs or other general enquiries.

year1@st-johnfisher.merton.sch.uk

As we are unable to check emails during the school day, for 
issues that require our immediate attention please contact 
the school office by telephone. You may also contact them via 
email: school@st-johnfisher.merton.sch.uk



Important dates

Parents’ Evening will take place on Wednesday 18th and Thursday 

19th October via Google Meet for St Helena

Tuesday 17th and Thursday 19th October via Google Meet for St 

Susanna

Oct 20th is an INSET day.

Class Assemblies and Masses:

St Helena Class Assembly - 1st March 2024

St Susanna Class Assembly - 22nd March 2024 

To add the school calendar to your Google calendar click here

and then click on the + symbol. 

https://www.st-johnfisher.merton.sch.uk/parents-and-carers/calendar-and-term-dates/calendar/


Thank you for your time.

You are very welcome to visit your child’s classroom.


